xin.]              The Settlements in India.               493

Indian experience.    The commissioners  spent their time in
drawing up an elaborate scheme for a representative  con-
stitution  with  the  assistance   of   a  new  colonial assembly
which they had convoked, and made no attempt to check the
rapid decline of the prosperity of the French settlements in
India.    In March, 1793, arrived the news of the overthrow of
the monarchy and of the proclamation of the Republic; it
was received with only moderate enthusiasm at Pondicherry,
for it was felt that after such events war with England was
imminent, and that, since the power of Tippoo  Sahib was
broken, the result of such a warjnust be disaster for the cause
of France in India.    In  May, 1793, it was  reported that
hostilities had commenced  in Europe  between  France and
England.    Colonel de Chermont recognized that it was im-
possible to defend Pondicherry with his feeble garrison of 600
French soldiers, 50 sailors, 50 dragoons, 900 sepoys, 250 French
and 110 Eurasian national guards/ and proposed that the
troops should embark for Trincomalee, in Ceylon, where the
Dutch garrison of five thousand men was largely composed of
Frenchmen, and should from that almost impregnable town
combine a  plan  of operations  with the numerous French
officers in the service of the native princes of India against
the English East India Company, and especially with Tippoo
Sahib and General Raymond, the commander-in-chief of the
Nizam's  army.    This  scheme was  too bold for the French
commissioners, Lescallier and Dumorier; they rejected it, and
Pondicherry awaited its fate.

On June 3, 1793, Sir Charles Oakeloy, the Governor of
Madras, announced officially that war had commenced; and
in July a powerful army under the command of Colonel James
Braithwaite appeared before Pondicherry, and summoned it to
surrender During the siege, which lasted for three weeks,
information was received from a Madras newspaper and from

1 These are the numbers given by M. Castonnet-Desfosses, in the
Jfowe de la lit volution, vol. i. p. 387 ; but in the English reports of the
siege of Pondicherry, it is said that 645 Frenchmen and 1614 sepoys
surrendered.